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The Morning Cometh 
By Laura S. F. Woodruff 


ORE your trials, great your grieving, 
Friend of mine, God knows: 
Oh, but lift your eyes to Heaven 
Whence a glad light flows! 


For the Morning Star arises, 
-Glowing through the gloom: 
Life divine with dear surprises 

Blossoms from the tomb. 


Christ, the Morning Star, hath finished 
Night and all its train, 

So with rapture undiminished 
Love shall conquer pain. 


Just a few more teardrops needed, 
Like the morning dew, 

Then in daylight unimpeded 
Heaven shall greet our view. 
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Christian Atmosphere 


Where the Gospel is preached and 
believed, many material benefits appear. 
Travelers cannot help noticing this, for 
there are marked, outward differences 
between heathen and Christian lands. 
A British writer, in the Weekly Times 
some months ago, pointed out a number 
of aspects of “the Christian atmosphere,” 
and the responsibility of every Chris- 
tian to maintain it. “Rules of conduct,” 
he said, “once thought utterly paradoxi- 
cal are now regarded as axioms of de- 
cent living, and are taken so much as 
a matter of course that their origin, 
which alone gave them their validity, 
is forgotten. Whatever shortcomings in 
practice there may be, no one doubts 


that kindness and unselfishness are de- 
sirable qualities, that dishonesty is 
odious, that compassion and aid for the 
unfortunate are primary duties of citi- 
zenship. . . . The nobler ideals are no 
part of man’s physical inheritance. They 
have not been bestowed by the advance 
of science, which is unconcerned with 
them. ‘They are not due to material 
improvements; the highest luxury has 
often coexisted with the lowest moral 
standards. Unquestionably these ideals 


came from an outside power, which has - 


been identified as the spirit of God. 
Apart from what that spirit has taught, 
there is no reason at all why man should 
be kind and honest when cruelty and 
fraud seem more profitable. The qual- 
ities which seem the very foundation of 
civilized life . . . remain constituents 
of the Christian atmosphere. ... Yet of 
late this atmosphere has become more 
tenuous, and in course of time it must 
disappear unless it is renewed. This 
truth enforces a grave responsibility on 
every Christian disciple today.” What 
he has said of England may well be said 
also of Canada and the United States. 
When the Stars and Stripes or the Union 
Jack break out on the breeze over erst- 
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The Greeks 


while prison camps or once captive vil- 
lages, why are the people so overjoyed? 
Not only because their imprisonment has 
ended, but because these flags are sym- 
bols of righteousness and justice and 
freedom of conscience. The missionary 
who sent the clipping from the English 
paper all the way from Northern Rho- 
desia added this significant comment: 
“TI have often thought that Hezekiah, 
when he showed the princes of Babylon 
all he had, must have given the impres- 
sion that the wealth and armor were 
the secret of his success in the war with 
Assyria, instead of giving God the glory; 
and his sin was in lack of testimony to 
God-given help perhaps more than any- 
thing else. How like our English-speak- 
ing nations today as a whole, even 
though we thank God for brave Chris- 
tians in high places who are not afraid 
to testify for Him and to own His help 
in times of stress.” Every one of us who 
name the name of Christ must work and 
pray and witness that the “Christian 
atmosphere” of our country may be pre- 
served, that men and women may repent 
and be converted, and that our leaders 
may seek wisdom from on high and give 
God the glory. 
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in America 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


HE Apostle Paul had no confidence 

in the Greek philosophy of his day, 

having seen how morally fruitless 
it had proved to be. The modern Greek 
philosopher, Apostolos Makrakis, who for 
forty years was head of his own school 
in Athens, The School of the Logos, and 
whose works have recently been pub- 
lished in English by Putnam, would have 
been more to his liking. He stands for 
the “truth, adequacy, and complete per- 
tinency of revelation in relation to all 
philosophic problems.” He magnifies 
the Word of God as all-sufficient wis- 








% Comfort for Dark Days - 





“I will not leave you comfort- 
less: I will come to you” (John 14: 
18). 




















dom for man’s understanding of himself, 
of nature, of duty, of God, and of all 
human relationships. The University of 
Chicago’s Journal of Religion, which re- 
views his works, says with scorn, “The 
religious tinge is everywhere evident.” 

Makrakis died in 1905. He was not 
altogether in favor with the Greek 
Church because of his criticisms of the 
clergy. One of these said of him to me, 
“His writings are Christological rather 
than dealing ‘with knowledge.” So were 
the writings of Paul, who declared him- 
self as determined to know nothing save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

There are 70,000 Greeks in New York 
and their cathedral is on 74th Street, a 
building which, by its beauty and light, 
is truly Greek and in pleasant contrast 
with such Stygian dark and gloomy 
buildings as the ritualist St. Mary the 
Virgin’s. I chatted with the resident 
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priest and his deacon, —friendly, culti- 
vated men. The latter had graduated 
from the Greek seminary at Pomfret, 
Conn., and was continuing his studies 
in the General Theological Seminary 
(Protestant Episcopal) in New York. 
He “did not care to go to Union, as other 
Greek seminarists have done, because of 
its rationalism.” There are ninety stu- 
dents in this Greek seminary and gradu- 
ates often enter Protestant seminaries 
for postgraduate work, — Hartford, New- 
ton-Andover, and Union. Mr. Xinides, 
a Presbyterian Greek pastor, thinks that 
this makes them better preachers and 
accustoms them to extemporary prayer. 
Perhaps ! 


/ 

But the very fact that they to this de- 
gree fraternize with Protestants illus- 
trates their difference in religious psy- 
chology from the priests of Rome. With 
the latter there is no compromise, nor 
will there ever be. The Greek laity 
are good citizens. I ate in a Greek 
restaurant not long ago in Philadel- 


phia, on the spot where Jefferson wrote - 


the Declaration of Independence! Nor 
are the Greeks plunderbund politicians 
as the Romanists. As far as one can 
judge they are generally temperate, as 
Bulgarians and Serbs, who also lived for 
centuries under Mohammedanism. Fur- 
ther, they are a gifted race mentally, 
as one would expect of the children of 
Pericles and Euripides and Phidias. 


But they do need the Reformation. 
Mr. Xinides says that Greeks coming 
into his (Presbyterian) Christ Church 
on 16th Street look for an icon, and if 
they see none think that God is not 
there. They say that God is holy, but 
Mary, Panhagia, all holy. Another Greek 
tells me that he heard a priest say re- 
cently over the radio that iconolatry, 
the worship of images, was the cream of 
their religion. An archbishop acknowl- 
edged to Mr. Xinides that the stream of 
Christianity had carried down on its flood 
much from classical paganism, but he 
would not abandon these accretions. 
“They are a part of our religious in- 
heritance.” (In this he differed from 
the greatest doctor and preacher of the 
Greek Church, St. Chrysostom, who re- 
monstrated in vain against the retention 
of pagan survivals in Christianity). The 
“high. places” in Asia Minor are now 
dedicated to St. George, as once to 
Apollo. In the Church of St. George on 
54th Street in New York I noticed how 
the picture frame about St. George is 
covered with votive offerings for chil- 
dren new-born and representations of 
limbs that have been healed. (See Hyde, 
“Greek Religion and its Survivals.”) 


The catechetical classes in Greek 
churches in America are doing much 
that our Sunday schools do, and indeed 
they eccasionally borrow illustrations or 
texts from American Sunday school 
literature. The old Greek of the Bible, 
used in their churches, is not understood 
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of the people, and Scriptvre is little 
read to them. In the basements, or ves- 
tries, of Greek churches there is often a 
bar with beer kegs, and these vestries 
are used for dancing, which at times has 
unwholesome consequences, I am told. 


What to do about it? There are a 
million Greeks in America. They need 
a more thoroughgoing Christian train- 
ing, revival, the cleansing and illumi- 
nating work of the Holy Spirit,—as 
others do, for that matter. A Greek 
evangelical pastor, Nicholas Pagler, says: 
“Scripture alone, placed with them, has 
worked wonders among the Greeks. 
They seem to understand its spirit, even 
without an interpreter, and I hardly 
know of a single case of genuine con- 
‘version where the Scripture was not 
present. . . . I am praying for Greek 
New Testaments and Psalms that every 
Greek in America, who has a spiritual 
hunger, may have access to the living 
fountain which is the Word of God.” 


A little American Committee for 
Evangelization of Greeks has been 
formed with headquarters at the Na- 
tional Bible Institute, 340 W. 55th Street, 
New York 19. It publishes a monthly 
magazine in Greek and English, The 
Voice of the Gospel, which witnesses to 
the only way of salvation through a 
crucified and risen Saviour. Tracts in 
Greek and English are being published. 
It is hoped that a half-hour weekly 
radio broadcast on some local station can 
be sponsored and that Greek records 
may go out over the “Voice of the 
Andes” station in Quito, Ecuador. “Pray 
for the Greeks” are the words on a lapel 
button worn by these evangelical friends 
of Greece. 


ww 
Changes in the Staff 





OR nearly thirty years Laura Zenobia 

LeFevre has been an important mem- 
ber of the Editorial Department of THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times. Much of her 
work was done behind the scenes,: but 
she has rendered an exceedingly valu- 
able service to readers during this time. 
To the great regret of the Management 
of the Trmes, Miss LeFevre now finds it 
necessary to retire. 


Laura LeFevre was born on a farm in 
Lancaster County, Pa., on the spot where 
once stood the cabin of the French 
Huguenot, Isaac LeFevre, who in 1717 
received the plot from William Penn. 
At an early age she became familiar 
with an editorial office, for her father 
was a lawyer and editor of a weekly 
paper which promoted Prohibition 
throughout the state. 

She ‘came to Philadelphia in 1910 as 
secretary to the then popular “Will- 
You-Tell-Me” editor of the Ladies Home 
Journal. For two years she attended 
the first classes of the Bible school that 
became the Philadelphia School of the 
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Bible. In September, 1915, she came to 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs as secretary 
to Robert C. McQuilkin, who was then 
Associate Editor to Dr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull. Later as secretary to Dr. Howard 
Banks, Mr. McQuilkin’s successor, she 
took over a great deal of the editorial 
correspondence, and since 1918 has been 
Correspondence and Book Review 
Editor. 


Since 1920, with the exception of short 
periods, Miss LeFevre has taught Bipole 
classes, making it her habit to read the 
Bible through every other year. Using 
the pen name, “Zenobia Bird,” she has 
written eight books of fiction. The first 
of these, “Under Whose Wings,” was 
published in 1928; this was followed by 
“Eyes in the Dark,” “The Return of the 
Tide,” “Sally Jo,” “Stoke of Brier Hill,” 
“Sherrill Blandon’s Call,” “Muffy, the 
Tale of a Muskrat” (a juvenile), and 
“Willard Crosby, Airman.” 


Miss LeFevre will continue to review 
books for the Tres, and expects to do 
other independent writing. She leaves 
the Tres with the gratitude of the Edi- 
tors and the Management for her long 
and faithful service, and the, best wishes 
of all her associates for God’s richest 
blessings upon her future life and min- 
istry. 

Miss LeFevre will be succeeded by 
Miss Emily D. Smith, who comes to the 
Times with considerable experience in 
Christian work. 


Miss Smith has been active in Sunday 
school and young people’s: work, espe- 
cially among girls and young business- 
women, and in church visitation and 
personal work for a number of years. 
She was one of the Christian activ- 
ity secretaries at the Y.W.C.A. in At- 
lantic City. (well known for its sound- 
ness in the faith) at two different times. 
For seven years she was the pastor’s 
assistant and church secretary with Dr. 
Merril T. MacPherson, pastor of the 
Church of the Open Door, Philadelphia; 
she is a graduate of the Bible Institute 
of Pennsylvania and of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Course; she has as- 
sisted in conducting summer Bible 
schools and a Christian summer camp; 
and helped to organize an extension 
Bible school in connection with a church 
in Ventnor, N. J. 

Miss Smith is not strictly a newcomer 
to the staff, for she was formerly a mem- 
ber of the Editorial Department for two 
and a half years. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; for the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. ; 
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The Unchanging God 


Who is faithful to His promises today just as in Old Testament times 
By LIBUT.-GEN. SIR WILLIAM G. S. DOBBIE, GICM.G.,K.C.B., DS.O. 


E LIVE in an age which prides 

WV itself on its progress. We think 

of the tremendous advances 
made in many directions and of the 
great changes that have been brought 
about in many departments of human 
life. We are apt to be so much ob- 
sessed by the contemplation of these 
changes, and by our pride in them that 
we are too often unmindful of the fac- 
tors which do not change. One of these 
factors is human nature, which in its 
characteristics and need is the same to- 
day as it ever was. The other is God, 
who “changeth not,” but.is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” It 
is to the unchangeableness of God that 
I desire to direct the thoughts of my 
readers in this short article. 

God has revealed Himself to us in two 
ways—by His written Word, the Holy 
Scriptures, and by His Incarnate Word, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I desire ‘to give 
my testimony, humble but very sincere, 
to the way God has made Himself 
known to me through these means. 

When I found myself in the posi- 
tion of Governor and Commander-in- 
Chief of the Island of Malta in the early 
summer of 1940, I found myself con- 
fronted with new problems and strange 
difficulties. It was at the time when 
Italy joined in the war against the Brit- 
ish Empire, and France had been forced 
to give in. The situation in Malta, — 
both as regards its extreme isolation and 
great weakness of its garrison, — was far 
from enviable. The nearest friendly 
territory was nearly a 
thousand miles away. 
Owing to the general 
situation no reinforce- 
ments could be expected 
for an indefinite period. 
The enemy’s strength 3 
greatly outnumbered § 9% |) ". 
the tiny garrison avail- =~ —*' 
able — and his intention {| 
to attack and over- 
whelm the island by 
sheer force of numbers 
was trumpeted abroad. 
That was the situation 
as it appeared to us in 
June, 1940. 

But God has made 
provision for such 
needs. We were not the 
first to find ourselves 
in such a_ situation. 
Many others before us 
had been faced with 
similar problems, and 
records exist of the way 
they faced and over- 
came their difficulties. 








General Dobbie came into world- 
wide prominence in this present war 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Island 
of Malta. He has had a long and 
brilliant military career, and is an 
outstanding Christian who is not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. 
The Times counts it a privilege to be 
able to present three articles by 
General Dobbie, of which this is the 
first. In the two other articles, to be 
published in the following two 
issues, General Dobbie writes of 
“Man’s Unchanging Need” and “The 
Unchanging Foundation,” and his 
personal testimony is interwoven in 
all three. 

Under the auspices of the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago, Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Dobbie have come to 
this country, and are new on a 
speaking tour. 








Many of these records are to be found 
in Holy Writ, and were included there 
primarily for the help of others like 
ourselves who followed after, and who 
would seek to know the secret of their 
success. The Old Testament is full of 
these accounts, many of which de- 
scribed situations strangely similar to 
that which confronted us in Malta in 
1940. The fact that nearly three thou- 
sand years had passed since they hap- 
pened mattered not at all. True, 
many circumstances had changed. The 
weapons used today are very different 


“ 





Looking north across St. Paul's Bay, Malta 
It was. on this island that the Apostle Paul was shipwrecked on his way to 
Rome (Acts 27 and 28). This picture was taken by Philip E. Howard, President 
of the Sunday School Times Company, in 1927, while traveling to the Holy Land. 
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from those used by the enemies of 
Judah, but the basic factors have re- 
mained unchanged, that is, man’s need 
and God’s readiness and power to help. 
We are told in the New Testament that 
these incidents have been included for 
our help,—‘“Whatsoever things were 
written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might have 
hope” (Rom. 15:4),—and in Malta we 
certainly found that that was so. I 
gained much comfort and hope from 
the Holy Scriptures, as I read how God 
had helped and delivered His people 
over and over again when they were 
threatened or attacked by an enemy in 
apparently overwhelming strength; and 
I am sure many others in Malta were 
encouraged, too. So we realized that 
although our human resources were 
woefully weak, yet we need not be 
anxious if Almighty God would help us. 
He is not on “the side of the strong 
battalions,” as Napoleon cynically said. 
He can help “with many, or with them 
that have no power.” We know what 
He did in the case of Gideon— how He 
used only three hundred: men against 
the vast forces of the enemy. Little 
certainly is much, if God is in it. 

I noticed also from the Scriptures that 
while God sometimes bids us stand 
aside and watch Him act, that is ex- 
ceptional. Usually He has required His 
people to do their part to the full ex- 
tent of their ability, but of course in 
reliance on Him. He does not act for 
us simply that we may sit back and take 
our ease. Nehemiah showed the right 
combination: “We made our prayer to 
God, and set a watch” (Neh. 4:9). We 
tried to act on that principle in Malta. 


-We did all we could to insure the safety 


of the fortress, and at the same time we 
made our prayer to our God. 

With these thoughts 
in our minds, it may be 
helpful to consider some 
of the Old Testament 
stories to which I have 
referred above. 

Take the case of 
Elisha in Dothan as re- 
corded in 2 Kings 6. We 
read that his servant in 
the early morning found 
to his dismay that the 
town was surrounded 
by a hostile army. He 
went to his master and 
said: “Alas, my mas- 
ter! how shall we do?” 
Elisha’s reply was illu- 
minating: “Fear not: 
for they that be with 
us are more than they 
that be with them.” 
That was recorded for 
the comfort and hope of 
those that come after, 
including us in Malta. 
We can gratefully say 
that, although our phys. 
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ical eyes may not have seen the horses 
and chariots of fire round about Malta, 
yet the actual help and deliverance 
given us by God was very clearly in 
evidence —so much so that many were 
remarking upon it. 


It is interesting to notice that Heze- 
kiah the King some time later used a 
similar expression to encourage the peo- 
ple of Jerusalem, as recorded in 2 Chron- 
icles 32:7, 8: “There be more with us 
than with him: with him is the arm of 
the flesh; but with us is the Lord our 
God to help us, and to fight our battles.” 
No wonder do we read that the people 
rested themselves upon the king’s words. 
The New Testament version is found in 
Romans 8:31: “If God be for us, who 
can be against us?” 


Jehoshaphat, another King of Judah, 
provides yet another instance. His 
country was threatened by a vast horde 
of the enemy. He was quité unable to 
put in the field any adequate force with 
which to repel them; but he prayed, 
just as we in Malta prayed, “We have 
no might against this great company... 
neither know we what to do: but our 
eyes are upon thee.” God’s answer to 
him may well be taken to heart by us: 
“Be not afraid ... for the battle is not 
your’s, but God’s” (2 Chron. 20). 


That is just as much a fact in this 20th 
century as it was at any time in the 
past. God has not changed. His power 
is no less than it was. It is infinite. 
His ear is just as open to the cry of 
need as it ever was, and prayer offered 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
always heard by Him, and answered by 
Him in the way which He in His wis- 
dom and love sees is best. 

But there is another side to this ques- 
tion. While we may not doubt God’s 
willingness and power to help, yet we 
must remember that He expects certain 
things from us. We have already seen 
that He expects us to do our part so 
far as we are able, but He expects more 
than that. Joshua lifts the curtain and 
allows us to see. The people of Israel 
were just about to cross the river Jor- 
dan and to invade Canaan. God prom- 
ised His support and help so long as 
they walked in His way. Joshua then 
told the people what was expected of 
them. In the first place they were to 
make all the reasonable preparations 
which they could. “Prepare you vic- 
tuals” (Josh. 1:11), for the campaign 
which was to start in three days’ time. 
Then two days later, he told them, “To 
morrow the Lord will do wonders among 
you” (3:5). But there was something 
more. Before God could do these won- 
ders something more was needed. The 
people were told, “Sanctify yourselves.” 


We are too prone to expect God to do 
wonders among us, while we continue 
to lead lives that are far from sanctified. 
We like to remind ourselves of the right- 
eousness of our cause, and it undoubt- 
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edly is righteous, but we are apt to 
overlook the fact that we are not right- 
eous. We seem to think that God is 
willing to bring about His purposes of 
righteousness by means of instruments 
which are unrighteous, and perhaps de- 
liberately so. We need to face up to 
this, both saint and sinner, and the saint 
needs to do it first. We Christians have 
much for which to humble ourselves be- 
fore God. We need to examine our- 
selves, and to ask God to search us and 
know our hearts, and see if there be 
any wicked way in us. Then and then 
only can He lead us in the way ever- 
lasting (Psa. 139:23, 24). Both nation- 
ally and individually this is needed if 
we are to expect God to help us in our 
times of difficulty. Again I would re- 
peat that Christians must face up to this 
question, and then and then only will 
they be able to influence the nation to 


“Easter Assurances” 
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face it, and to bring forth fruits worthy 
of repentance. 

God’s help in battle raises many ques- 
tions which cannot be dealt with here. 
It may be asked, for instance, what will 
happen if children of God in the ranks 
of our enemies are asking His help? God 
always answers prayer in the way which 
He sees best. He is working His pur- 
poses out, and He directs events to that 
end. But the object of the above 
thoughts is to show that God has not 
changed, that He does still interest Him- 
self in the affairs of His creatures, that 
He does intervene in order to bring 
about the fulfillment of His purposes, 
that He does hear and answer the prayer 
of faith, and, in a word, that it is still 
no vain thing to trust in the living God, 
even in this materialistic twentieth cen- 
tury. 

(To be continued) 


A service for the Sunday school on Easter Sunday (April 1) 


By MARY BRAINERD SMITH 


OPENING SENTENCES: 


Leader—“Praise the Lord, call upon his 
name, declare his doings among the 
people, make mention that his name 
is exalted” (Isa. 12:4). 

“Which died .. . and rose again” (2 
Cor. 5:15). 


Openinc Hymn—‘“Praise We the Lord.” 


(Tune, “Hail to the Brightness”— 
“Wesley.”) 
Praise we the Lord, the Redeemer all 
glorious, 
“Who, from the grave where for three 
days He lay, 
Now hath come forth, over death all 
victorious. 
Lo! He is risen, and liveth for aye. 
Praise we the Lord with glad songs and 
rejoicing, 
Hailing Him Victor on this Easter Day; 
His mighty power and His glory now 
voicing. ‘ 
Lo! He is risen, and liveth for aye. 


PRAYER. 


“Assured by His Promise” 

ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 

When Christ’s friends to the tomb His 
loved" form sadly bore, 

Had they any assurance that He’d live 
once more? 

Boys—“They were in the way going up 
to Jerusalem; and Jesus ... began 
to tell them what things should. hap- 
pen unto him, saying, Behold, ... 
the Son of man shall be delivered 
unto the chief priests; ... and they 

. shall condemn him to death, and shall 
deliver him to the Gentiles: ... and 
shall kill him: and the third day he 
shall rise again” (Mark 10:32-34). 


Girls—“Then saith Jesus unto them, ... 
After I am risen again, I will go be- 


fore you into Galilee” (Matt. 26:31, 
32). 


Leader— 
When He’d risen, did recalling His promise 
anew, 
Help them then to believe that His rising 
was true? 
Boys—“The angel . . . said unto the 
women, .. . I know that ye seek Jesus, 


which was crucified. He is not here: 
for he is risen, as he said” (Matt. 28: 
5, 6). 


Girls—“Behold, two men stood by them 
in shining garments: and... said... 
Remember how he spake unto you 
while he was yet in Galilee, saying, 
The Son of man must... be crucified, 
and the third day rise again. And 
they remembered his words” (Luke 
24:4, 6, 7). 


Leader— 
Does the promise fulfilled just as Jesus 
had said 
Give assurance to us that He rose from 
the dead? 


Boys—“We declare unto you glad tid- 
ings, how that the promise which was 
made ... God hath fulfilled .. . in 
that he hath raised up Jesus again” 
(Acts 13:32, 33). 

Girls—“What he had promised, he was 
able also to perform” (Rom. 4:21). 
School—“The Lord is risen indeed” 

(Luke 24:34). 
“There hath not failed one word of 
all his good promise” (1 Kings 8:56). 
Primary Hymn—‘“Jesus Is Risen Today.” 
(Tune, “Jesus Is Tenderly Calling 
Thee Home.”) 
Jesus is risen, with angels above 
We sing and say, Risen today; 


Risen to bless every child of His love, 
Jesus is risen today. 
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Chorus 

Risen today, risen today, 
Jesus is risen, and He lives and He loves 

us alway. 
Jesus is risen. His praises now sing. 
Risen today, risen today, 
In His great love, full salvation to bring, 
Jesus is risen today. 


PRIMARY REcITATION—“Jesus’ Gifts.” 
1. Jesus rose as the blest Easter morn 
dawned so bright; 
And to all those who trust Him He is 
God’s true light. 
2. Jesus rose in a garden all beautiful 
there; 
And He makes lives that trust Him like 
gardens all fair. 
3. It was in joyous springtime that Jesus 
arose; 
And He fills hearts that trust Him with 
joy that o’erfiows. 


4. To a life never ending He rose Easter 


Day; 
And to all souls that trust Him He gives 
life for aye. 


Hymn—“He Is Risen as He Said.” 


(Tune, “Praise the Lord: Ye Heavens 
“Adore Him”—“Faben.”) 
Shout aloud the great, glad tidings 
Of the Christ who came to save; 
How He died, but as He promised, 
Rose from out that rock-hewn grave. 


Chorus 


He is risen! Christ is risen ! 
Risen glorious from the dead. 
He is risen! Christ is risen! 
Yea, is risen as He said. 
Sing, yea, sing till earth re-echoes 
With the wondrous news to men. 
Christ, who died on Calvary’s mountain, 
Rose in power, and lives again. (Cho.) 


“Assured by His Presence” 


ScRIPTURE RESPONSES: 

Leader— 

Was there aught for Christ’s friends, save 
His word, that would lead 

Them to know without doubt that He’d 
risen indeed? 

Boys—“Mary stood without at the sepul- 
chre weeping... and saw Jesus stand- 
ing . .. Jesus saith unto her, Mary 
(John 20:11, 14, 16). 


Girls—As the women “went to tell his 
disciples, behold, Jesus met them, say- 
ing, All hail” (Matt. 28:9). 


Boys—“The same day at evening... 
where the disciples were assembled 
... came Jesus and stood in the midst, 
and saith unto them, Peace be unto 
you” (John 20:19). 


Girls—“He was seen of Cephas, then of 
the twelve: after that, he was seen 
of above five hundred brethren at 
once; ... After that, he was seen of 
James; then of all the apostles” (1 
Cor. 15:5-7). 

Leader— 

When they’d seen Christ themselves, and 
had talked with Him, then 

Were they firmly convinced that He'd 
risen again? 

Boys—“Peter and the other apostles... 
said, .. . The God of our fathers raised 


- Boys—“Jesus . . 
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up Jesus, whom ye slew. ... And we 
are: his witnesses of these things” 
(Acts 5: 29-32). 


Girls—“They . . . found the eleven gath- 
ered together, . . . saying, The Lord is 
risen indeed” (Luke 24:33, 34). 

“The ... disciples ... said,... We 
have seen the Lord” (John 20:25). 

Leader— 

By His presence they knew He had risen. 
Have we 


Such assurance, when Jesus our eyes may 
not see? 


. Spake, . . . saying, Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world” (Matt. 28:18, 20). 

Girls—“And Jesus ... said, . . . Where 
two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of 
them” (Matt. 18:2, 3, 20). 


School—“We believe that Jesus died and 
rose again” (1 Thess. 4:14). 
“The Lord is with us” (Num. 14:9). 
“A very present help in trouble” 
(Psa. 46:1). 


Junior HymMn—“He Liveth Alway.” 
(Tune, “Under His Wings.’’) 


Jesus is risen! O the wonderful tidings ! 

Though in the grave for those three 
days He lay; 

Now He is risen. O sing with rejoicing, 

We have a Saviour who's living today. 


Chorus 
Jesus is risen! Jesus is risen! 
Tell o’er the Easter story. 
Jesus is risen, and liveth alway, 
Liveth in power and glory. 


Jesus is risen! 
mountain 
He for our sins there had suffered and 
died, 
He has arisen. O sing with rejoicing, 
We have a Saviour who’s now glorified. 
(Cho.) 


Junior REcITATION—“They Saw the Risen 
Lord.” 


1. After Christ rose again, how could 
friends round about 
Know He lived once again, with no 
Shadow of doubt? 
2. "Twas to Mary of Magdala He first 
appeared, 
And her love He rewarded, her sad 
heart He cheered. 
3. Then He came to the women, and “All 
hail,” He said; 
And they knew He had risen again from 
the dead. 
4. He appeared then to Peter, by penitence 
riven; 
Who knew Christ was alive, for his sin 
was forgiven. 
5. On the Emmaus road then He met with 
the two, , 
And their risen Lord they, in the broken 
bread, knew. 
6. To disciples He came in that closed, 
upper room, 
And His presence there proved He had 
risen from the tomb. 
7. Again to disciples with Thomas, He 
proved 
He was living again, the same Lord 
Thomas loved. 
8. To disciples He called, as they fished 
but found naught, 


Though on Calvary’s 


(5) 137 


And they knew that He lived by the 
miracle wrought. 
9. To five hundred believers He showed 
Himself, too, 
And they knew that His great resurrec- 
tion was true. 
10. And again unto Saul He appeared in the 
way, 
And Saul knew Christ was living, and 
would live for aye. 


“Assured by His Power” 
Scripture RESPONSES: 


Leader— 
Was there further assurance of Christ’s 
rising given . 
To His friends, after He had ascended 
to Heaven? 
Boys—Jesus had said, “All power 1s 
given unto me in heaven and in earth” 
(Matt. 28:18). 


Girls—And also, “Ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days 
hence, ... Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you” (Acts 1:5, 8). 


Boys—“‘And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, ... there came a 
sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, ... and there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of 
fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
... And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance” (Acts 2: 1-4). 

Leader— 

Mighty works Jesus wrought while on 
earth He abode. 

Were great deeds later wrought that His 
risen power showed? 


Girls—“Peter ... said... Be it known 
unto you all, ... that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, ... whom 


God raised from the dead, even by 
him doth this man stand here before 
you whole” (Acts 4:8, 10). 


Boys—“By the hands of the apostles 
were many signs and wonders 
wrought. Insomuch that they 
brought forth the sick into the streets, 
... and they were healed eyery one” 
(Acts 5:12, 15, 16). 

Leader— 

They were sure Christ had risen, for His 
power they knew. 

Such assurance have’ we in these later 
years, too? 

Boys—Jesus said, “I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18). 

Girls—And He also said, “Ye shall be 
witnesses unto me... unto the utter- 
most part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

School—“The Lord is risen indeed” 
(Luke 24:34). 

“He hath shewed his people the 
power of his works” (Psa. 111:6). 


INTERMEDIATE RECITATION—“Power from 
the Risen Lord.” 


1. To His apostles Jesus said, 
“All power to Me is given”; 


(Continued on page 147) 
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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP © 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 19; printed text, Matthew 19:16-26, 29 
. Golden Text.—If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.—Matt. 16:24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 19:16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good 
Master what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 
17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments. 
18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no 


murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, ; 


Thou shalt not bear false witness, 

19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself. 

20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I 
kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 

21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treas- 
ure in heaven: and come and follow me. 


22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful: for he had great possessions. 

23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, 
That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. 

25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then can be saved? 

26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this 
is impossible; but with God all things are possible. 


29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


OD’S salvation is absolutely free. 
GS It is offered to men on the prin- 

ciple of pure, unmerited grace. 
But discipleship is on quite another 
basis. It literally costs all that one has 
—the loss of all things (Phil. 3:7, 8; 
Luke 14:33). No one can be a true fol- 
lower of Christ who does not take up his 
cross—that which speaks of death to 
the flesh—and follow the Lord Jesus 
in His path of rejection by the world 
and devotion to the Father’s will. 

It is a poor thing when Christ has 
merely the first place in one’s life. He 
is intensely exclusive, and asks that we 
give Him full control of our entire be- 
ing. No one, however closely related, 
is to be permitted to come between us 
and allegiance to Him (Luke 14:26, 27). 
So fervent should be our love for Christ 
that our affection for our dearest friends 
or relatives will seem as hatred in com- 
parison, if they would seek to turn us 
aside from the path of devotion to Him. 

To the flesh, this may seem to be a 
hard and almost unkind demand, but 
the truly surrendered soul finds a deeper 
joy in thus yielding all to Him, who has 
bought us with His blood, than in living 
to please one’s self. Many have resisted 
the call to such a life of wholehearted 
allegiance for years, only to learn at last 
that they have lost out immeasurably 
by refusing to own the claims of the 
Lord Jesus to the exclusion of all else. 

To take up the cross and follow Him 
in His path of rejection by the world 
may appear to involve sacrifices too 
great for flesh and blood to endure, but 
when the surrender is made and the 
cross accepted, we find, as the saintly 
Rutherford expressed it, that that cross 
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is a burden such as fins are to a fish, or 
wings to a bird. 


The Historical Setting 


The Lord Jesus and His disciples were 
journeying southward, through Perea, 
when the events recorded in this chap- 
ter took place. It was shortly before 
Passover time, A.D. 30. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 19:16—“Good Master, what good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eter- 
nal life?” The question involves one’s 
ability to earn eternal life by doing. This 
young man had not yet learned nis own 
utter sinfulness and absolute helpless- 
ness. 


Verse 17.—“There is none good but 
one, that is, God.” In addressing Jesus 
Christ as “Good Master,” the young man 
evidently meant to do Him honor, but 
Jesus points out the fact that only God 
is good. All men are sinners (Rom. 3: 
12). Therefore, if Jesus was only a man, 
He was not good, in this absolute sense. 
If truly good, then He was God. After 
this solemn declaration, the Lord Jesus 
took the inquirer up on his own ground. 
The Law promised life to those who kept 
it (Lev. 18:5; Gal. 3:12). So the Lord 
answered, “If thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments.” This declara- 
tion was designed to show the man his 
inability to obtain life on that ground, 
for if conscience were active, he would 
realize he had violated the Law already. 


Verses 18, 19—“He saith unto him, 
Which?” This was clearly an attempt 
to evade the full force of the Lord’s 
words. In reply, Jesus quoted five of 
the principal Commandments and con- 
cluded by summing up all of those that 
refer to our duties to our fellow men 
by quoting from Leviticus 19:18, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” It 
would indicate an unawakened condi- 


tion of soul if one could face all of these _ 


and plead not guilty. 


Verse 20.—“All these have I kept from 
my youth up.” No doubt these words 
came fyom a sincere heart, but they give 
evidence of lack of real exercise of con- 
science. Who, knowing himself, could 
so speak? Outwardly, the life may have 
been blameless, but if canscience had 
been active there would have been con- 
fession of sin. It was the smug self- 
righteousness of one who prided him- 
self on his own morality and did not 
realize the corruption of his heart. The 
question, “What lack I yet?” in itself 
indicates how complacent he was — how 
self-satisfied. 


Verse 21—“If thou wilt be perfect, 
sell... and give ... and follow me.” 
Jesus so spake in order to jar him from 
his ill-founded confidence. How could 
anyone, who was content to be wealthy, 
while needy, poverty-stricken people 
were suffering on every hand, profess to 
love his neighbor as himself? To be- 
come a disciple of Christ—to live for 
others—and thus to lay up “treasure 
in heaven,” had no attraction for this 
one who talked so glibly of complete 
obedience to God’s commandments from 
his youth up. 

Verse 22.—“He went away sorrowful: 
for he had great possessions.” It has 
well been called The Great Refusal. 
Whatever admiration ‘this man had for 
the Lord Jesus Christ, whatever inward 
yearning there was after the spiritual 
life, all were weaker than his love for 
his wealth and the place it gave him in 
the social circles of his day. His “great 
possessions” stood. between him and the 
salvation of his soul. They meant more 
to him than the knowledge of life eter- 
nal. 


Verses 23, 24—“A rich man shall 
hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven.” The Kingdom of Heaven is 
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not Heaven itself. It rather implies 
the recognition of, and subjection to, 
Heaven’s authority while here on earth. 
It is hard for those to whom God has 
entrusted great wealth to hold every- 
thing they possess as a stewardship, 
which they are responsible to use for 
His glory. It was not merely the sal- 
vation of this young man’s soul that was 
at stake. Christ was pointing the way 
to true discipleship. 


Verse 25.—“His disciples ... were ex- 
ceedingly amazed, saying,-Who then can 
be saved?” They naturally thought it 
would be easier for those in comfortable 
circumstances to follow Jesus than for 
the poor and needy, but throughout the 
history of Christianity it has often been 
the poor of this world who have been 
richest in faith. 


Verse 26—“With God all things are 
possible.” It is only the omnipotent 
power of God that leads any man, be 
he rich or poor, to trust in Christ as 


Saviour and yield obedience to Him as: 


Lord. Every conversion, and every con- 
secrated life, is a miracle of grace. 
Whether men be wealthy or poverty- 
stricken, or among the fairly comfort- 
able middle classes, as it were, it is only 
when they have been convicted by the 
Holy Spirit of their lost condition that 
they ever turn to Christ for deliverance. 
In Him all class distinctions vanish, and 
all stand on one common ground before 
God. 


Verse 29.—“Every one that hath for- 
saken houses, or brethren, or .. . lands, 
for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold and shall inherit everlast- 
ing life.” No one ever lost out by ex- 
cessive devotion to Christ. Whatever 
has to be renounced for His name’s sake 
will be repaid abundantly, both in this 
life and the next. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

When Christ fills the soul’s vision, it 
is easy to forsake all.else for His dear 
sake. But until He-is known, first as 
Saviour, then as Lord, things of earth 
still seem to be of far greater worth 
and importance than the things of eter- 
nity. Not until one has learned the les- 
son of his own sinfulness and good-for- 
nothingness, will he turn to the Lord 
Jesus alone for deliverance and be pre- 
pared to own His authority in every 
sphere of this earthly life. Love for 
Christ makes self-surrender easy. Love 
of self makes it impossible. 


A Lesson Outline 


THe MaAster AND His DIsciPres 
Jesus teaches purity of life (Matt. 19: 
1-12) 
Jesus blesses little children (vs. 13-15) 
Jesus calls to a surrendered life (vs. 16- 
26) 
Jesus promises eternal reward for pres- 
ent self-denial (vs. 27-30) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. March 4.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness, 
Matthew 18; 20; 22:1-33 
Next Week’s Lesson 


11. March 18.—The Law of Life. ’ 
Matthew 22:34-46; 23 to 25 





——— 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Just what it was that led the rich 
young man to talk with the Lord Jesus 
we are not told. He may have felt 
within his soul that here was One who 
spoke with all authority and had there- 
fore the title to claim submission to His 
words. But he evidently had no sense 
of his own need as a sinner. He thought 
of Jesus as a teacher, not as a Saviour. 
So he was not ready to put Christ first 
in his life, and, like many thousands 
since who were somewhat attracted to 
the Lord Jesus, he went pensively away 
when he learned the conditions of dis- 
cipleship. 


The Right Use of Wealth. It is not sin- 
ful to be rich. It is sinful to make 
riches the ground of overconfidence, and 
to enjoy the comforts that wealth can 
give while forgetting the sufferings of 
the poor and needy. When God commits 
wealth to any man, it is as a stewardship 
entrusted to him to be administered for 
the glory of Him who gave it. It is the 
love of money, not money itself, that is 
evil (1 Tim. 6:10). Money may become 
the means of untold blessing if used in 
subjection to Christ (1 Tim. 6:17-19). 


Summaries and Applications 


If men would seek to gain eternal 
life by doing good, the Law challenges 
them to perfect obedience. 

Because all have sinned, it is not pos- 
sible for anyone to be justified by the 
deeds of the Law. 


The Law speaks with awful force to 
an awakened conscience, giving one to 
realize the hopelessness of ever obtain- 
ing eternal ‘life by human merit. 


In calling upon the rich inquirer to 
sell all he had and give to the poor, in 
order that he might have treasure in 
Heaven, our Lord was seeking to make 
manifest both the deceitfulness and self- 
ishness of the human heart. 


The challenge to forsake all and fol- 
low Christ was a call to yield wholly 
to His authority, thus to become a dis- 
ciple in deed and in truth. 


Many call Jesus “good” today who 
never stop to consider that if He is not 
God He cannot be good. 


Jesus Christ made claims for Himself 
which were utterly false if He is not the 
Son of God. Good men do not make 
false assertions. 


When Christ Jesus is owned as Lord, 
all that we have and all that we are will 
be held subject to His disposal. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


AN eternal life ever be inherited by 
human merit? 


wee 2. Way “Bla * Jeni ff tok Grete com- 


mandments in order to get life? 

3. Did the Lord Jesus Christ repudiate 
the idea that He Himself was good, and 
therefore God? 

4. Did the Lord Jesus want the rich 
young ruler to sell all his property and 
give it to the poor? 

5. Does God require,Christians today to 
give away their possessions to worthy 
causes? 

6. Why docs it seem so difficult for the 
rich and successful to believe in Jesus 
Christ? 

7. Does God answer our prayers for mate- 
rial blessings? 

8. What is really meant by following 
Jesus? 


(Answers on page 142) 
w 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


An Answer to an Old Question—He 
went away sorrowful: for he had great 
possessions (Matt. 19:22). The ques- 
tion is sometimes raised: What would 
have happened to this fine young fellow 
if he had taken the Lord Jesus’ advice? 
Would his name have come resounding 
down the corridors of history, while he 
himself would be with the Master in 
Glory? A first century St. Francis? 
(Francis of Assisi did this very thing 


. Jesus asked.) 


You can get an answer to that ques- 
tion if you get the life of “C. T. Studd,” 
by his son-in-law, Norman P. Grubb. It 
was one of the last books I read before 
my eyes suddenly failed me, along with 
“Thinking Black,” by Dan Crawford, and 
“Mackay of Uganda,” most delightful of 
religious books. 

C. T. Studd was England’s great sport 
hero, like Babe Ruth here in America. 
He was one of England’s greatest 
cricketers. His father was one of Great 
Britain’s richest men, and his home one 
of the most lovely mansions in that land 
of great houses and large estates. 

When Studd’s father died, C. T. in- 
herited a great fortune, and, like this 
young ruler, “had. great possessions.” 
With his wealth, and ability, and fame 
as an athlete, he could have gone far 
in English political life had he so de. 
sired. 

But the Lord Jesus and Studd met in 
the person of Dwight L. Moody. Studd 
gave away his entire fortune, married 
one of the most beautiful girls in Eng- 
land, who was called a “religious crazy 
crank” like himself, and, penniless, with 
nothing but a trust in God, they went 
out to China as poor missionaries. Aft- 
erward winding up in Africa. A won- 
derful story! 

Don’t fail to get “C. T. Studd.” (May 
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be obtained from the Times Book Serv- 
ice, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia 
30; $2.) It has run through edition 
after edition. The book shows Studd 
as a young athlete in England and as 
an old man in Africa. On one page are 
pictures of his four daughters, all born 
in China. They are the best looking 
bunch of young women you ever saw. 
Mrs. Studd is there as a bride and as 
the mother of the girls. “This one fea- 
ture alone is worth the full price of 
admission,” as the showman barks. 

It was the $25,000 Studd gave Moody 
with which Moody started his Bible In- 
stitute, so the biographer says. While 
Studd has gone to be with his Lord, his 
great work goes right on, and here is 
the answer to “Suppose the rich young 
ruler had accepted.” 


The Rich Man.—It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God (v. 24). This famous metaphor 
of our Lord has been variously ex- 
plained. I heard one mah say ancient 
city walls had a small gate called “the 
needle’s eye” and a camel to get through 
must get down on its knees. 

This writer, however, thinks the Mas- 
ter, after the Oriental manner, was using 
a hyperbole to emphasize His statement. 
Our Lord liked to use the hyperbole now 
and then. How about the “beam” in 
the eye, and faith throwing a mountain 
out of the landscape! 

I have always liked Lyall Rader’s use 
of this text for offsetting the modern- 
ist naturalism. Lyall, a brother of the 


late evangelist Paul Rader, was a chem-° 


ist and was supposed to be very rich. 
He was led to Jesus by his brother Paul. 

A banker friend met Lyall and be- 
gan to joke him about the change in his 
life. “Lyall, I expect there is one place 
in the Bible that gets you—that one 
about the camel and the needle eye and 
the rich man.” 

“Not at all,” replied Lyall. “If Mr. 
Edison in his phonograph can put a 
whole brass band on the point of a 
needle, God would have no trouble put- 
ting a camel through the eye of a 
needle.” 

“Besides,” added Lyall, “we chemists 
could do it even easier. We would just 
dissolve the camel in some acid and 
squirt him through.” 

Lyall the chemist’s idea seemed to be 
that when a man got as thoroughly ab- 
sorbed (engrossed wholly) in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, his entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven would be most natu- 
ral and easy as a running liquid. 

Heaven has no objection to a man be- 
ing rich. Abraham and his son Isaac 
were probably the richest men in the 
world in their day, outside of Pharaoh in 
Egypt. The Lord Jesus Christ highly 
commended the man who doubled his 
ten talents and condemned the man who 
let the one talent be idle. 

It is not the man who possesses wealth 
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that our Lord condemns, but the man 
who is owned by his wealth. It is not 
money that is the root of evil but the 
“love of money.” 


Heaven’s Surprises—Many that are 
first shall be last; and the last shall be 
first (v. 30). We are not tcld in detail 
what we shall find in Heaven, but of 
one thing we are absolutely sure. There 
will be lots of surprises. On one occa- 
sion our Lord lifted the curtain a little 
bit and we saw the beggar Lazarus on 
the upper side of the “gulf” and the “big 
man” who lived in the house which had 
the “gate” was crying for waiter! 

I have told before about the little girl 
in Chicago. Her older sister said, “If 
Heaven is such a glorious place it’s a 
wonder Jesus does not tell us more 
about it.” 

Little May, her young sister, replied, 
“Why, Sister, Jesus wants it for a sur- 
prise!” The young woman who lived 
with the family, and who told me this, 
wrote, “Little May has a weakness for 
surprise parties.” Well, as has been 
said, Heaven is going to be a “surprise,” 
both in “absentees” and those “in resi- 
dence.” _—~ 

The subject of our lesson is “The Cost 
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of Discipleship,” and the Scripture text 
brings us into the question of the hold 
money can have on the human soul. 
Jesus asks, “What shall it profit a man,” 
if he gains-unlimited wealth and loses 
“his own soul?” That. is to say, a man 
owned by his money. A slave to his 
riches! Here again is my old General 
Ben Butler story. 

General Butler was addressing the 
Eastman Business College at Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y. The late Mr. George 
Eastman of Kodak fame was a son of the 
owner of Eastman Business College and 
was one of the first amateur photog- 
raphers. 

Geneal Butler told of a man he knew 
who owned $50,000 and was very happy 
and comfortable. He said to his money, 
“Go,” and it went, “Come,” and it came, 
“Do this,” and it did it. The $50,000 was 
a fine servant. 

The man prospered, and in due course 
there was $500,000. But with the differ- 
ence, the “Big Money” owned the man. 
It said, “Worry,” and the man worried. 
“Do this,” and the man had to do it 
whether he liked or not. It said, “Lay 
awake at night,” and he laid awake. 
His great wealth made him more un- 





“Thousa pen foment age + 

crease goods,and have 

need of nothing; aid knowest 

| 20t that thou act wretched,and 

4 «iserable, and poot,and blind, 
and naked,” fe«3:17 


‘ 





este 
ted 

















Lesson for March 11 


happy than his small fortune made him 
happy. 

At this point some of the boys cried, 
“We'll be glad to help put your friend 
out of his misery, General.” 

“Did you fellows ever have hold of 
the handle of a galvanic battery? You 
know the more electricity they turn on 
the tighter you hold. That, boys, is one 
of the terrible things about the love of 
money.” 

The late Mr. George Eastman, with all 
his millions, was far from being a happy 
man, as all the world knows. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


“ 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
year and explaining the conditions under which 
ustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid’ for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three months 
advance of the lesson, and should not be 
gtpres from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
pom paper shortage, readers are asked to 
it the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

An Indian’s Choice—If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me 
(Matt. 16:24, Golden Text). Mr. H. 
Carroll Whitener, director of the Pueblo 
Indian Mission in New Mexico, tells this 
story. “The first Gospel was printed in 
the Acoma dialect, and soon after dis- 
tribution was begun a Laguna Indian 
sheep herder secured a copy from one 
of the Acomas and took it with him 
to his sheep tent. After returning home 
he read it to his family and neighbors 
many times, but, finally, because his 
wife was an Acoma, the Roman priests 
insisted that the council compel him to 
desist. Out of fedr, they had a mock 
trial, and gave him the choice of giving 
up his Gospel or leaving his home and 
family and the reservation. After think- 
ing it over, he accepted the alternative 
of leaving all for Christ’s sake, and did 
so. He is still ostracized from that res- 
ervation, but continues a fine, faithful 
Christian, waiting for the day when, his 
faith still intact, he can again be united 
with his wife and children. No mar- 
tyrs ever bore their stripes more firmly 
than some of these Indians are doing 
today here in the U.S.A.,.‘the land of the 
free and the home of the brave,’ for the 
sake of their faith and the precious 
Word.” — From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, 
Mass. 


Our First Good Work.—What good 
thing shall I do, that I may have eter- 
nal life? (Matt. 19:16). He flipped a page 
in an old musty volume called “Mar- 
shall’s Gospel Mystery of Sanctification,” 
and suddenly his eyes were fixed on a 
passage that stood out like fire from the 
rest: “The first good work you will 
ever perform is to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Until you do this, all your 
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works, all your prayers, tears, and good 
resolutions are vain. To believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ is to believe that He 
saves you here and now, for He has 
said, ‘Him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out.’” That was enough. 
A*‘heart as hungry as his and a mind 
as keen needed no more. With rapture 
he slid to his knees and closed with the 
promise, and there came to his soul such 
a sweet restful knowledge of sins for- 
given as swept away his fears like a 
flood. (He was A. B. Simpson.)—From 
“Wingspread,” by A. W. Tozer. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


When Our Eyes Are on the King.— 
If thou wilt be perfect (Matt. 19:21). 
The cost of discipleship very often lies 
in turning the eyes from the better to 
the best. Dr. Henry Jowett, in a ser- 
mon in the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, described 
how, at the coronation of Edward VII, 
he sat in Westminster Abbey and 
watched the honorable assembling of 
princes, princesses, earls, dukes, and so 
on. He said: “There was much bow- 
ing and respect shown as these people 
of high degree entered, but when the 
king arrived all eyes left the people of 
lesser rank and were fastened on the 
king. So,” said Dr. Jowett, “literature, 
music, art, and science hold our re- 
spectful attention, but when Jesus Christ 
comes into our heart and our life, He 
must be King, and all lesser subjects 
must take their lesser place.”—From 
Sarah Schuster, Clearwater, Fla. Prize 
illustration. F 


Building for Pauperism.—And thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven (Matt. 
19:21). D. L. Moody told of a rich 
American who lay dying. His little 
daughter was greatly puzzled over what 
was happening. Her father loved to 
have her, and she often sat on his bed 
wondering why her big, strong father 
was lying helplessly there. One day 
the heads of his business came to pay 
their last call. There the rich man lay 
looking at his little girl when she said, 
“Father, are you going away?” “Yes, 
dear, and I am afraid you won’t see me 
again.” Then the little one said, “Have 
you got a nice house and lots of friends 
there?” The successful man of the world 
lay silent for a while, and then said: 
“What a fool I have been. I have built 
a great business here, but I shall be a 
pauper there.”—From “Life of Faith,’ 
by Lionel Fletcher. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


God’s Hundredfold—And every one 
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my name’s 
sake, shall receive an hundredfold (Matt. 
19:29). Mrs. Amanda Smith said, “When 
God does anything, He does it hand- 
some.” “So,” said J. Hudson Taylor, 
“God’s hundredfold is a very liberal 
one. He has given me a thousand fathers 
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and mothers, sisters and brothers, friends 
and homes — everything that I ever left 
for Him. What a household is the house- 
hold of faith! What a family is that of 
which God has made us members! Why, 
all the choice and the noble, and all 
the beautiful and good, the grand and 
the faithful are ours. We are allied to 
them all. We are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Murray, Nebr. 


When They Gave Their Home.—Every 
one that hath forsaken houses (Matt. 19: 
29). Dr. George Truett of Texas was 
invited to a church that was raising 
$6,500 to dedicate a church building. 
After all but $3,500 had been prom- 
ised, the offerings ceased. Then a 
Plainly dressed woman arose and spoke 
to her husband, who was taking the 
names. “Charley, I wonder if you would 
be willing to give our little cottage, 
just out of debt. We were offered $3,500 
for it yesterday. Would you be willing 
to give our little house for Christ, that 
His house may be free?” The fine fel- 
low responded in the same high spirit: 
“Jennie, dear, I was thinking the same 
thing.” Then, looking up at me with his 
face covered with tears, he said, “We 
will give the $3,500.” Then there fol- 
lowed a scene beggaring all description. 
Men and woman sobbed aloud, and al- 
most in a moment the $3,500 was pro- 
vided. Then without invitation there 
came down the aisle men and women, 
saying, “Sir, where is the Saviour, and 
how can we find Him?”—From “Every- 
Member Evangelism,” by J. E. Conant. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we would understand more com- 
pletely the life that is the real life of 
self-denial. We would indeed long to 
follow in Thy footsteps and to be obe- 
dient to Thy words of grace and power. 
We get very weary of self, and we long 
to walk with Thee along the way that 
is marked by the denial of self, to the 
end that we may learn from Thee, day 
by day, the path that we should take, 
leading on and upward to the entrance 
to Thy heavenly Kingdom. If the way 
seems hard, may we be well content 
with the difficulties since it is Thy way. 
May we not turn away from Thy coun- 
sel, or Thy invitations, to follow lesser 
ways of our own choosing, but may we 
find in Thee full guidance, and Thine 
own abundant rewards for obedience. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever 
thought how sad was the scene given 
to us in this lesson? The young man 
had asked the Lord Jesus’ advice. He 
had received it, and we see him turning 
away sorrowfully from the Master whom 
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he did not see how he could serve be- 
cause of his possessions of wee2lth. It 
is a sad moment indeed whenever any 
young: man or young woman, who may 
be planning what may be done after 
school or college, decides that worldly 
objects are quite enough for any one in 
this life. Some will be planning to make 
life just as full as they can make it for 
the benefit of others. Others will be 
asking themselves, “What can I get out 
of life in the days to come?” The great 
thing is to find not what we can get out 
of life, but what we can put into life 
as we go through the long years that lie 
ahead. The young man in our lesson 
had not risen to the joy and the glory 
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of an unselfish life spent for others. 

A young man standing on the steps 
of a store in New York heard another 
speak of the hope that he had for a new 
business that he was about to enter. 
“In that new business,” he said, “I want 
most of all to make every possible dol- 
lar I can out of it.” He set his face 
grimly toward what he hoped to do, but 
he had no ambition to be of use to others 
around him, except for the sake of 
the dollars that should come to him. 
The best life was not to be found in 
that low direction. 

Just look over what the Lord Jesus 
said to the young man in the lesson. Do 
you not think that He said something 
to this young man that really could have 
helped him very much? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


w 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 139) 
1. No. It is always the gift of God (Eph. 


2:8, 9). 


2. Because in this way He met him on 
his own ground and sought to show Prim 
the impossibility of obtaining life on that 
principle. 


3. Not at all. He rather challenged the 
inquirer as to where he really stood in re- 
gard to this great fact. 


4. Certainly He wanted him to be willing 
to give up all he had for Christ’s service. 
This was a test to show this young man 
that he was not really willing to let go of 
the thing that was keeping him from having 
what he professed to want. 


5. Possessions are a trust from God and 
should be used for His glory, in whatever 
way He directs, whether it is to give them 


away, or to invest and use the paatites for 
Him. 


6. Because they trust in their riches and 
Position, and feel no need for a Saviour in 
their lives. 


7. God answers any prayer that has as 
its object the glory of God (John 14:13). 


8. Loving Him, serving Him, and accept- 
ing His revealed will as supreme in one’s 
experience. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


AST Sunday we had a story the Lord 

Jesus told. Who remembers it? 
(Review briefly.) It had an unhappy 
ending. When you felt like being “mad” 
at someone, did you remember the story 
and make a happy ending? 

Today’s story has the Lord Jesus for 
one of its characters. He was on the 
way to Jerusalem. The other person 
was a young man, rich and important, 
but wanting to be sure of Heaven. He 
suddenly ran to the Lord, knelt, and 
asked, “Good Master, what good thing 
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” 
(Mark 10:17.) The Lord did not an- 
swer that question at once. Instead, He 
asked a question, “Why callest thou me 
good?” Was the Lord testing him as 
He once had tested Peter and the other 
disciples (Lesson for February 25) to 
help this young man realize who He 
must be, if He were “good”? Appar- 
ently the young man did not answer, 
for the Lord wert on to answer His own 
question, “There is none good but one, 
that is, God.” 

Then He answered the young man’s 
question — about what he should do to 
earn eternal life and Heaven — “If thou 
wilt enter into life, keep the command- 
ments.” “Which?” asked the young man. 
Find the Commandments the Lord 
named in Matthew 19:18, 19. As each is 
read, the children may give the young 
man’s probable standing: Murder? No. 
Adultery? No. Stealing? Of money, 
no; but perhaps a cookie as a child, or 
an unfair deal as a man. False wit- 
ness? Never a lie, not even a white 
one? Respect to parents? Never a rude 
act or a disobedient thought? Loving 
others as much as himself? Then would 
he be richer than they? But the young 
man thought he was pretty good: “All 
these things have I kept from my youth 
up: what lack I yet?” The Lord Jesus 
saw deep into this fine young man’s 
heart. He saw the selfishness and the 
little sins that the young man himself 
did not realize. The Lord loved him 
(Mark 10:21), and told him what he 
ought to do. “If thou wilt be perfect, 
go and sell that thou hast, and give to 
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come and follow me.” 

There the young man stood, facing his 
great decision: Give up his money, fol- 
low the Lord, homeless and poor. Keep 
his money, be sure of home and food 
and clothes and the comfortable life he 
was used to. How could he give them 
up? Slowly and sadly he turned away; 
there’s too much to give up. Back he 
went to the old life. Sadly the Lord 
Jesus saw him leave. 
with a sad ending. 

The young man couldn’t have kept 
the Commandments perfectly —no one 
ever has. So he couldn’t have earned 
eternal life. He didn’t realize that Jesus 
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Christ was the Son of God. The Lord 
was to die for him on the cross to take 
away all his sins and give him the eter- 
nal life he wanted. (Quote Rom. 6:23.) 
And he was not willing to do what the 
Lord asked of him,—to follow Him. 


Still the Lord’s voice puts the chal- 
lenge: “Come and follow me” (Matt. 
19:21, Memory Verse). It is easier for 
you than for the young man. You be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus. You know what 
great things He has done for you. You 
haven’t millions to give up. But per- 
haps there’s a nickel or a dime that 
you’re hanging onto for yourself that 
the Lord wants you to give up for Him. 
Perhaps it is a bad habit that keeps you 


from following Him. “Come and follow _ 


me.” How do you answer? Can you 
make a happy ending for this story? 
Bucxksport, MAINE. 


bd 


For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 

Jesus and the Children (Matt. 19:13-15). 

HIS is one of the sweetest lessons 

in all the Word, for Primary chil- 
dren. Give them the background. The 
Lord Jesus was teaching and healing, 
near the Jordan River, and great crowds 
were following Him. During one of 
these days, mothers brought their chil- 
dren — Luke says they brought “infants” 
—to the Lord, that He should put His 
hands on them and bless them. 


The disciples were very much an- 
noyed, and probably told them to take 
those children away and stop bothering 
the Lord. But the Lord Jesus was dis- 
pleased with the disciples, and called 
the children to Him, and took them up 
in His arms and blessed them, and said, 
“Suffer little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto me: for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 


At another time He told those standing 
by that except they became as little 
children they could not enter the King- 
dom of Heaven. 


Jesus knew the trust, the humility, the 
love and faith of the little child’s heart, 
and those are the necessary things in 
the heart of the adult who believes in 
Him. 

There are people today who are like 
the disciples—they do not believe in 
children making a public confession of 
belief in Christ; they think children 
cannot understand enough to accept 
Christ as Saviour. But we have too 
many concrete examples of children who 
definitely have accepted Him at a very 
early age, and never wavered in their 
belief throughout a long life. We have 
every day new examples in the Child 
Evangelism groups, and relief time 
classes, and Good News clubs, where 
the children are given the story of sal- 
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vation and gladly believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

How much better for the little child 
to believe, and begin to grow in grace 
as he grows in body, than to wait until 
sin and temptation have had their way 
with mind and body, and Satan has a 
grip on the teen age boy, and then try 
to win him. 

The church has long made the mistake 
of neglecting the little children, and not 
obeying Christ’s own command, to let 
the little children come unto Him. This 
new move for the evangelization of chil- 
dren is something for which we should 
thank God. 

There’s a very beautiful song that fits 
this lesson so perfectly it would be too 
bad to miss it. 

I think when I read that sweet story of 

old, 
When Jesus was heré among men, 

How He called little children as lambs 

to His fold, 
I should like to have been with them 
then. 

I wish that His hands had been placed 

on my head, 
That His arm had been thrown around 
me, 

And that I might have seen His kind mok 

when He said, 
“Let the little ones come unto Me.” 

Have you ever given your Primary 
children a picture of Jesus Blessing the 
Children? Or have you a large picture 
like that in your class room? With small 
children, it helps to crystallize their 
idea that Jesus really loves them. 
Christ’s death on the cross means less 
to them when they are very small than 
Christ’s love, and love is measured in 
their minds by some definite show of 
affection. Their fathers and mothers 
take them in their arms, their mothers 
kiss them goodnight. That spells: love 
to them. Christ took the little children 
in His arms and blessed them; that 
means love to the little child. 

Mopesto, Catir. 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, much is said about the 
cost of discipleship, and it is right 
to think about that carefully. The cost 
is great, and it is the greatest of all 
prizes to be sought. But I wonder if 
you fellows ever think about the cost 
of turning away from Jesus Christ! 
We have no further record of the rich 
young ruler (Luke 18:18) after he de- 
clined to accept the challenge of Christ 
and “went away sorrowful: for he had 
great possessions” (Matt. 19:22). It is 
reasonable to suppose that he never had 
another moment of peace. That is con- 
firmed today in many lives that have 
turned away from that clear call be- 
cause they thought the world of pleas- 
ure or business or fame offered them 
a greater prize. 
Not long ago a man appeared before 
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one of our church courts and made ap- 
plication to be received into the minis- 
try. He was 35 years old, big, strong, 
well dressed, and prosperous-looking. 
On being questioned he stated that he 
was in business and was making quite 
a success of it; he was married, had 
three children and a good home. The 
presbytery was surprised and much in- 
terested; and when a&Sked why, in such 
prosperous circumstances, he had been 
moved to ask for a license to preach 
the Gospel, he replied: 


“Seventeen years ago I was in college, 
and one morning at chapel service a 
visiting speaker told of the need for re- 
eruits in the ministry. It was a clear 
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call, and it gripped me hard. But I 
had already fully planned my career as 
a businessman. In fact, I was to inherit 
my father’s business; we had planned 
it together, and I was majoring in those 
studies which would best fit me for tak- 
ing over when his advancing age should 
incapacitate him for heading the firm. 
I spent a sleepless night following that 
chapel service, trying to make a de- 
cision. Finally I concluded the cost was 
too great; it would deprive me of a rich 
career; it would break my father’s heart; 
and I turned down the clear call. I am 
sure that if I had prayed earnestly and 
had sought to know the mind of Christ, 
my decision would have been different. 
One thing, I know it by what I have 
experienced since, for I have never had 
a moment’s peace. I took over the busi- 
ness, as planned, and made a success of 
it; but the success did not give me the 
satisfaction I expected. Instead, it 
mocked me. I am happily married and 
have a sweet family; but still there is 
a great big aching void, and nothing but 
preaching the Gospel will satisfy it.” 

He was received and licensed to 
preach, and is now happy in a rich serv- 
ice to his Lord. But now and then a 
dark shadow comes across as he thinks 
of those seventeen years of needless 
struggle and missea opportunity. He 
thanks God that the cost of non-disciple- 
ship did not mount any higher. 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Your Money AND Your LIFE FoR CHRIST 


} Sypenaagpenengeed has something that God 
can use, yet God does not come 
along with an income tax report for us 
to fill out and a tax for us to pay. He 
wants us to put at His disposal every- 
thing we have and are; then, like a won- 
derful Creator-Redeemer, He pours back 
upon us all the blessings we can use. 

Name several Bible characters. who 
gave their best for the cause of God 
(Mark 12:43; Luke 5:11; John 12:3-7). 

Why was the young ruler in our les- 
son, who had great possessions, youth, 
a position of importance, and an excel- 
lent character, not satisfied with his life 
or himself? He wanted something less 
transient and perishable, something more 
permanent, real, dynamic, than the 
world had to offer, and this he thought 
he would receive through Christ. What 
did the Lord Jesus: try to teach the 
young man? It was the same lesson He 
wants every girl to learn: If something 
has been received, something must be 
given forth. Possessions must not re- 
main dormant, or deteriorate from lack 
of use. Everything one has should be 
used to glorify God. . 

Christ suggested treasure in Heaven, 
but the man could not look away to an 
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unseen future with God with any imme- 
diate anticipation, and as he would not 
understand that the Lord furnishes 
heavenly compensation for every earthly 
sacrifice, he went away more unhappy 
than when he had come. 


You AND Your RESOURCES — 
A NEeep THAT CALLS FoR You 


What are your possessions and re- 
sources? What need has God called to 
your attention where your resources can 
be used? Can you meet that need now, 
or will it require preparation? How 
will you know when God wants some- 
thing you possess? His Spirit will im- 
press this fact upon you, or it may come 
through friends or circumstances. 

Is there anything that you would not 
be willing to give up for the cause of 
Christ? (Let each girl in the class ex- 
press Herself at this point.) Are you 
willing to work where you may receive 
less money if it means that in such a 
place you can do more for the Lord? 
That was the ruler’s problem: Should 
he continue to keep and use his posses- 
sions for his own personal joy, or would 
he be willing to surrender them to bring 
comfort to others, and give his own 
time and efforts in fellowship and serv- 
ice with Christ? 

Do you know anyone who has given 
up any of her possessions for the cause 
of Christ? What is the testimony of that 
person? To the average girl it may seem 
that those who forsake temporal com- 
forts and friends to take part in mis- 
sionary opportunities are not sufficiently 
rewarded for their sacrifice, but is this 
true? All rewards are not received in 
this world, and would you not rather 
suffer discomforts in order to help a 
Christless, unhappy soul to find the Sav- 
iour than to enjoy the pleasures of earth 
“for a season”? 

However, thé Lord knows your limi- 
tations/ and how much hardship you 
could endure, and He may not call you 
to forsake your little home and your 
folks. He may want you to stay right 
where you are and work at a job where 
you will earn enough to help in the sup- 
port of another Christian who has been 
clearly called to full-time Christian 
work. The other day we heard of a 
band of praying Christians who have 
dedicated part of their incomes to the 
purchase of vitamin pills for mission- 
aries who live in places where balanced 
meals are hard to get, and where cli- 
mate and other conditions bring much 
suffering. Meanwhile these praying ones 
are using their homes, friendships, and 
talents in the service of God. 

Is it wrong for a Christian to have 
the comforts of this world? No, God 
thas given us “all things to enjoy” (1 
Tim. 6:17; Eccles. 5:18-20), but we 
should never make earthly comforts our 
chief’ aim. If, though, without God’s 
leading you gave up something you 
needed for your own health or efficiency, 
your efforts, no doubt, would meet with 
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failure. Let us thank God for every 
blessing, then surrender it to be used 
as He sees best. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 11 


2. Renewal Through Public Worship 
(Col. 3:15-17) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

UR word “worship” comes from two 
Anglo-Saxon roots which mean, lit- 
erally, “worth ship.” Worship is any 
act or word which attempts to show 
the worthiness of the person or object 
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to which it is directed to receive rev- 
erence and honor and respect. 


All worship is not necessarily Chris- ’ 


tian. The Japanese, when they bow at 
their public shrines, perform an act of 
worship directed toward the sun god- 
dess. and toward their ancestors. The 
heathen in Central Africa who bows 
down to a crudely carved object in 
wood is performing an act of worship, 
mistaken though it is. 


To the Christian, public worship means 
a public acknowledgment of God’s right to 
our reverence and honor and devotion. It 
is more than the outward act that may 
be performed, or the audible words that 
may be spoken. The Lord Jesus, you 
will remember, taught the woman by 
the well of Samaria that since “God is a 
Spirit . . . they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4:24). The act or word'‘of true 
worship must come from the heart, and 
must be directed to the true God. 
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The opening: verse of our Scripture 
portion for this week’s prayer meeting, 
as well as the verses that precede it in the 
third chapter of Colossians, make it clear 
that true worship can come only from a 
cleansed and pure heart. Our God is pure 
and holy and righteous, and He cannot 
and will not receive worship that ema- 
nates from a heart filled with evil and 
self. The mere attendance therefore at 
a place of public worship and a partici- 
pation in the service are not enough. Our 
hearts must be made right through con- 
fession of sin and shortcomings and fail- 
ures, and by the forgiveness and cleans- 
ing that are promised when we confess 
our sins (1 John 1:9). 

wg 

The second verse of our Scripture 
portion for this week’s. prayer meeting 
suggests some of the forms of public 
worship in which a believer may take 
part. The first of these concerns the 
“word of Christ,” or, in other words, 
the entire Word of God, for the Lord 
Jesus made the Old Testament unmis- 
takably His, just as truly as the words 
were His which He spoke while on this 
earth, or that were written under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit after He 
left this earth. 

We may let the Word of God “dwell” 
in us “richly in all wisdom” in public 
worship by taking part in the reading 
of the Scriptures as opportunity is given, 
by listening carefully and reverently 
when they are read, and by meditating 
upon them. Certainly whispering, or rum- 
maging through our pocketbooks, or let- 
ting our minds wander, or looking idly 
around, when God’s Word is being read, 
does not honor Him. 


se 

“Teaching” and “admonishing” may be 
considered as forms of public worship. 
All of us may not have’ the opportunity 
to teach, but certainly the respect and 
attention we show while we are being 
taught is one part we may all have ir 
this particular form of worship. “Ad- 
monishing” carries the thought of warn- 
ing another against a fault or wrong act. 
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Some of us may be very zealous about 
this, but not in a worshipful manner. 

It is interesting to note that in the 
second verse of our Scripture portion, 
teaching and admonishing by means of 
psalms and hymns and. spiritual songs, 
is particularly recommended. Very 
often the words of our hymns and Gos- 
pel songs carry real Gospel messages, 
and real warnings and exhortations to 
Christian living. The sincerity and fer- 
vor with which we sing them may be 
the means of touching the heart of some- 
one who stands near us. Do you sing 
hymns in public worship with such a 
spirit of devotion that others may be 
inspired by it, or do you let your eyes 
rove about and your mind think about 
almost everything else under the sun 
than the words you are singing? 

bd 

And singing is also mentioned here 
as an act of worship that is to be per- 
formed with grace in our hearts “to the 
Lord.” Some singing in public, sadly 
enough, is done “to the music commit- 
tee,” or to someone in the pew ahead, 
or to the choirmaster. If our singing 
is to be real worship, it must be done 
“to the Lord,” regardless of who else 
may be in the church. When our sing- 
ing comes from a heart filled with praise 
to God, He accepts it as glorifying Him. 
Read Psalm 50:23. 

bd 

Thanksgiving has a place in public 
worship, as is indicated by the first verse 
of our Scripture portion. As we saw 
last week, when we considered private 
prayer, thanksgiving has a place in 
prayer. We find it mentioned in the 
Psalms 4lso as a sacrifice (Psa. 107:22; 
116:17). Christians today do not offer 
the sacrifice of animals, as did the Jews 
of old. But we may offer in our public 
worship the sacrifices of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

bd 

Certainly prayer has an important 
part in public worship. It is not a sub- 
stitute for private devotions, but there 
are certain promises mentioned particu- 
larly as related to collective prayer. One 
is the agreement of two or more be- 
lievers as touching a request, and the 
promise that the request shall be 
granted (Matt. 18:19). The other is a 
promise of the Lord Jesus tq be in the 
midst whenever two or three are gath- 
ered together in His name (Matt. 18:20). 
If believers would only lay hold upon 
these promises, the very ramparts of 
Satan could be shaken. 

we 

Christian testimony may be a very 
real part of public worship. Opportu- 
nity is not always given for such testi- 
mony, but whenever it is, a word of 
praise and thanksgiving for what God 
has done for the individual may be a 
very real act of worship, and at the 
same time may be a very real encour- 
agement to someone else who is going 
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through trial and difficulty at that par- 
ticular time. 
b 


Our Scripture portion closes with the 
reminder that all that we do, in word 
or in deed, is to be done in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, or, in other words, in 
view to His honor and glory. If we keep 
this reminder before us, it will save us 
from many acts and words in places of 
public worship that are unworthy of our 
Lord and that must grieve Him. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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“Easter Assurances” 
(Continued from page 137) 


And promised them that He would send 
The Spirit down from Heaven. 
2. And Jesus’ promise was fufillled 
To them at Pentecost; 
And power they had, who on that day 
Received the Holy Ghost. 
3. And in that heavenly gift of power, 
On Pentecost that came, 
They cast the unclean spirits out, 
And healed the sick and lame. 


4. And in that power, they preached of 
Christ, 
Who died for all men’s sin, 
And rose again; and to Christ’s fold 
They gathered thousands in. 
5. And, lo, the power of Jesus’ name 
4 Down through the years has grown, 
Till Christ, the risen, living Lord, 
In every land is known. 


. ADDRESS BY PASTOR OR SUPERINTENDENT. 
CiLosinc Hymn—‘“Alleluia! Alleluia !” 


(Tune, “For All the Saints’—“Sarum.”) 


From out the tomb, that sealed and rock- 
hewn bed, 
The Lord hath risen as He surely said, 
Risen to life and glory from the dead. 
Alleluia ! Alleluia ! 


As the sun rises from the gloom of night, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


The Lord hath risen in His power and 
might, 
Bringing to earth His Gospel’s glorious 
light. 
Alleluia ! Alleluia ! 


CLosING SENTENCES: 
Leader—“Now is Christ risen from the 
dead” (1 Cor. 15:20). 

“Our-heart shall rejoice in him, be- 
cause we have trusted in his holy 
name” (Psa. 33:21). 

“Blessed be the Lord God .. . from 
everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, 
and Amen” (Psa. 41:13). 


BENEDICTION. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 


Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
March 5 to 11 


Mon.—Matthew 19:16-22. 
The Rich Young Ruler, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “What good thing 
shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” 
The Lord loved this rich young ruler, 
but His love alone did not save -him. 
Response to that love is necessary before 
its saving power can be enjoyed. The 
young ruler did not know that he had 
a sinful nature. He did not know that 
he needed Christ more than mere re- 
ligious knowledge, and so he went about 
to establish his own righteousness, with- 
out submitting to the righteousness of 
God. He was good in his own and prob- 
ably others’ estimation, but undoubt- 
edly lost, for he was without Christ 
who alone can save. Pray for many 
who, like him, are self-righteous, and 
have not turned from self to Christ. 


Tues.—Matthew 6:9-24. Treasures in Heaven, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven.” Our’Lord 
stresses the treasures we are to lay up 
in the world to come. Do you have 
something over which you can rejoice 
in the day of Christ? The Lord will 
not fail in His part; will you fail in 
yours? Pray that you may clearly see 
the connection there is between the life 
you live on earth and that you will ex- 
perience in Heaven, in keeping with the 
law of sowing and reaping. 
Ved.—1 Timothy 6:%-19. Treasures on Earth. 
PRAYER SvuccestTions: “Be not high- 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches.” 
Security of life and possessions cannot 
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be found in this world. It is by the 
Lord’s favor that we are secure and sus- 
tained. Even in prosperity we are in 
imminent peril. Riches take wings and 
fly away. Therefore, common sense and 
the Scriptures urge trust in God. Keep 
Heaven in view. Hold with loose fin- 
gers the treasures of earth. Pray for 
Christians who have never seemed to 
learn that this world is not their abid- 
ing place. 


. Thurs.—Luke 12:13-21. Poor Though Rich. 


Prayer Succestions: “This night thy 
soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou 
hast provided?” When the soul takes 
its flight, earthly possessions will be left 
behind. New hands, that have never 
labored for your treasures, will receive 
them. Let us not exchange eternal hap- 
piness in Heaven for the poor toys of 
earth! The man who is rich without 
God is the poorest of men. He is like a 
drowning man. Pray that ministers may 
observe more fully than they have done, 
Paul’s counsel about warning the God- 
forgetting rich. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 6:1-10. Rich Though Poor, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Poor, yet making 
many rich.” Ability to do great things 
for God often is found in people who 
do not make much of a show jin the 
flesh. Paul, whose bodily presence was 
“weak,” as some claimed, and whose 
speech was “contemptible” was God’s 
chosen minister and His apostle to the 
Gentiles. God will allow no flesh to 
glory in His presence. Pray for much 
blessing to rest upon the humble serv- 
ants of God in your community. 


Sat.—Luke 9:57-62. Following Christ, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Follow me.” 
More people will say, “Lord, Lord,” 
than will do what He commands. Obe- 
dience, with mental reservations, is no 
obedience at all. Those who really fol- 
low Christ do not have “but’s” and 
“and’s” about the matter. The one who 
follows Christ forsakes his own way for 
Christ. The road of self-denial is trav- 
eled by those who follow Jesus Christ. 
Pray for a great work of heart-search- 
ing among Christians similar ta that 
which prevailed when Charles G. Finney 
delivered his Lectures to Professing 
Christians. 


Sun.—Psalm 50:7-15. Our Father’s World. 

PRAYER Svuccestions: “Offer unto 
God thanksgiving.” All who receive 
Christ are children of God (John 1: 
12). They are priests unto god. They 
have the honor of offering to their 
Heavenly Father the sacrifices of 
thanksgiving on behalf of, and often 
in the stead of, mankind. Their 
Father’s world affords abundant sug- 
gestions for praise and thanksgiving. 
The beginning and the closing of each 
day afford suitable opportunities for 
the same. Pray for the conversion 


of “worldly Christians.” 
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